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LIGENCE, 
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SGUTH SEA ISLANDS. 


The following letter from the Rev. 
W. P. Crook, one of the Missionaries 
in Otaheite, was addressed to the Rev. 
W. Milne, at Malacca, and contains 
not only a confirmation of the former 
intelligence, but also several very 
pleasing particulars with which we 
had not before been acquainted. We 
copy it from No. 6, of the Inda-Chi- 
nese Gleaner, published at Malacca, in 
October last, which is just come to 
hand. 


Wilks Harbour, Tahiti, July 9,1818. 


‘My dear and highly esteemed 
Brother—Mr. Davies and I wrote to 
you from Eimeo last December. Since 
that time many important things have 
happened ; we have been reinforced 
by additional labourers from England 5 
our brig so long in hand, called the 
Haweis, is now at sea removing the 
Missionaries to their various stations. 
Light of us are left at these two isl- 
ands, and eight go to the leeward isl- 
ands of the group. We have three 
Missionary stations at this island, and 
one at Eimeo, with two Missionaries 
at each station. Mr. Bourne, one of 
the newly arrived Missionaries is with 
me: he understands printing, and we 
are about to set up a press here, in 
addition to that which Mr. Ellis has 
removed to the islands below. The 
whole of this group of islands is now 
professedly Christian, and if we are to 
judge of their conduct by that of nom- 
inal Christians in general, they have 
vastly the advantage. Theft is almost 
unknown among them. Family pray- 
er is set upin every house, and private 
prayer is almost universally attended 
to. These poor people look up to 


the Missionaries as their oracle in al} 
their troubles of body and mind, civil 
and religious. They were once the 
cruel slaves of Satan, destroying them- 
selves and their infant offspring. Now, 
women are restored to their rank in 
society, a new generation of young 
ones is springing up beloved by their 
parents; and the face of things is 
marvellously altered, so that we are 
constrained to say, ‘ This is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes.’ 

‘We are endeavouring to bring 
them into regular habits, and to pro- 
mote their comfort and usefulness.— 
This we trust, will be in time accom- 
plished. Last May we held the an- 
naversary meeting at Eimeo. All the 
Missionaries, sixteen in number, and 
most of their families, were present ; 
and spent a most. delightful day to- 
gether, partaking of the Lord’s Sup- 


per. But what is most remarkable, a 


Missionary Society was formed among 
the natives. The King is President, 
and the various Chiefs are Governors, 
with Secretary and Treasurer. Cocoa- 
nut oil, arrow-root, cotton, or pork, is 
to be subscribed, and the funds sent to 
England. It is supposed, that there 
will be scarce one inhabitant, that will 
not be a member. 

‘ Reading is become general among 
this people, and they are diligently en- 
gaged in teaching each other: 3000 
copies of Luke have been printed and 
sold for three gallons of cocoa-nut oil 
eachcopy. Many thousands are sadly 
disappointed that there are no more. 
We believe ten thousand might have 
been sold in ten days. We hope to 
get ou printing and publishing the Sa- 
cred Scriptures. 

‘A great concern Is manifested for 
the islands around us, and those who 
were thought to be out of the reach of 
Missionaries, are graciously and very 
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providentially brought under the influ- 
ence of the word. The fame of the 
Gospel las spread by means of the na- 
tives themselves. ‘The inhabitants of 
some of the low islands to the East- 
ward have cast away their idols, and 
many of them are among us, learning 
the word of God. The sound has 
reached Tubuai and the high islands 
called Raivavae, and the people are 
desirous of Missionaries. Iam san- 
guine in my expectations of the Mar. 
quesas, some of whom have learned 
to read with us, and now others, na- 
tives, from hence are going. I have 
also some hopes of the Sandwich Isl 

ands, as the American Brig Clarion, 
by wham I send this, is bound thither 
and takes passengers, some natives of 
those islands who have been learning 
the word of God here. Excuse my 
hasty scrawl, dear brother, and let me 
have.the pleasure to hear from you 
when opportunity offers, and I hope to 
be punctual in writing to you in re- 
turn. Mr. Davies has removed to 
Huahine, with Mr. Ellis and others, 
having the press. As we are to wind- 
ward I shall most likely get intelligence 
first, and any you may send me, shall 
be quickly communicated to him — 
We are here with eight children, have 
a dispensary, a large school on the 
new plan, much of the language, &c. 
to write, and frequently to preach. 
Mrs. C. has also a school of girls, so 
zhat we have enough to do.’ 





INDIA. 


Mr. Knill, in a letter to a gentleman 
in India, dated 4th Jan. 1819, says,— 
Since my return from Quilon I have 
been much with the people, halting 
for two or three days at a place; the 
great numbers of people who attended, 
and the seriousness with which they 
listened to the Gospel, with the simple 
unadorned conversation of many have 
proved highly gratifying to my mind. 

‘With the full concurrence of Mr. 
Mead, I have established five new 
schools, in places where the new 
Christians dwell. The people will 


meet in these schools every evening, 
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when the master is to read a chapter, 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, &c. the 
Catechist to attend once a-week, and 
give them a sermon; thus we hope 
the light of the Gospel will gradually 
enter into every village, and make the 
darkness flee before it. Some of the 
old schools have made a pieasing p:o- 
gress. At Tamaracoolum the boys 
repeated to me more than 1100 verses 
of the Bible; the Pittalum boys, 878. 
They received small rewards. 

‘On New Year’s Davy I had the feli- 
city to lay the foundation stone of the 
New Church May the building rise 
under the auspices of heaven! On 
the same day I agreed with a man to 
superintend a weaving concern—the 
profits to be appropriated to the erect- 
ion and repairs of Churches—also 
bargained with a person for a flock of 
sheep, the profits to assist in the sup- 
port of schools. I have laid downa 
plan by which, if it succeed, we shal! 
have more than thirty schools or nur- 
series, belonging to this Mission by the 
end of the year. 

‘| forgot to mention just now what 
I think will be very gratifying to you : 
When I was conversing with the peo- 
ple at Tamaracoolum, on the import- 
ance of being prepared to die, one 
man said, ‘ My father was prepared.’ 
By what means? ‘ Through the mer- 
its of my Saviour.’ Did he live a 
good life? ‘Yes, afier he knew the 
good way.” Who made him good? 
‘It was God” Did your father say 
much when he wasdying? ‘One sen- 
tence Iremember.’ What? ‘ He said, 
“QO Jesus receive my spirit !”” I cannot 
describe what I felt when the poor 
creature told me this—and if we com- 
pare the dying expression of this man 
with the last verse of the Epistle of 
James we shall see that the Mission 
was not established in vain. 

‘One night when I was catechising, 
I asked who was your former master ? 
‘The Devil.’ Is he a good master ? 
‘Far from it.’ Do you like his ser- 
vice? * No, we like Chirist’s service.’ 
Is it good to be engaged in the service 
of God? One of them very promptly 
answered, ‘ Yes, it is gaod—a day in 
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thy courts is better than a thousand,’ 
alluding to Psalm Ixxxiv. 10. It was 
a lad from. Mailady, about fifteen 


- years old. Thus the sacred Scriptures 


are treasured up in his memory, and 
may prove a way mark in the road to 
life. 

‘ Another evening, when conversing 
with the people at Nagracoil, a man 
said, ‘| frequently beat my Sawmee 
when matters did not go well with me, 
but it was very foolish ; the idol could 
not do me good or hurt.’ No, said {, it 
istrue; what have you done with that 
idol now ? ‘QO,’ said he, ‘ I have beat- 
en it in pieces, and God shall bruise 
Satan under our feet shortly ;’ adopt- 
ing the exact language of the Saviour. 

‘I know that some people would 
laugh at these sayings; but I confess 
they did me more good tharf thou- 
sands of gold or silver; and it is only 
from things similar to this, that Mis- 
sionaries must look for comfort and 
delight. It is in this way that Christ 
shall ‘see of the travail of his soul 
and be satisfied.’ -‘ Isaiah, liii. 11 


ee 


MADRAS. 


Mr. Loveless, in a letter dated Jan. 
21, 1819, says, ‘I have now to record 
with peculiar joy and thankfulness, the 
safe arrival of Mr. and Mrs, Travel- 
ler, on the 19th inst. in perfect health. 
They came at a time when they were 
much needed, and afforded a most 
seasonable relief to my mind, as I be- 
gan to contemplate the expected re- 
turn of Mr. Pritchett to Vizagapatam, 
with a heavy heart. 

‘The Female English Free-School, 
in our Chapel Garden increases, and 
promises great usefulness, but requires 
much more attention than Mrs. Love- 
less is able to give it. We trust Mrs. 
Traveller will tind it a field of much 
usefulness ; for females in this coun- 
try are in a most wretched state of 
moral degradation. 

‘We received a letter from our dear 
brother Knill yesterday, and rejoice 
io hear that he has completely recov- 
ered his health, and with brother Mead 
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is labouring with the most pleasing 
prospects of usefulness. 

‘You will also rejoice to hear that 
a Religious Tract Society has at length 
been established at Madras. 

‘The Native Schools promise to be 
highly beneficial. The natives dis- 
cover an increasing disposition to send 
their children to sthineha in which 
Christian principles are professedly 
taught. We have had an application 
lately for two new schools near a vil- 
lage, in which we have had a school 
for several months. The use of the 
ground has been obtained gratis, and 
we opened them a few daysago. We 
have likewise had an application from 
some natives to establish a Female Na- 
tive School—a rare thing in India! 

‘Our Bible association has furnish- 
ed a great number of the children with 
Bibles; and many of the boys have 
attained a very considerable know- 
ledge of its sacred contents.’ 


NATIVE SCHOOLS I INDIA. 


We have perused the Second Report 
of the Institution for the Support and 
Encouragement of Native Schools.be- 
gun at Serampore, Nov. 1816. At the 
date of this Report the number of 
these little seminaries stood thus— 
around Serampore, 92; at Cutwa, 11; 
in the neighbourhood of Moorshedabad, 
3; and at Dacca, 5. Inthe whole 111. 
Inthe 92 schools around Serampore, 
the average number of children act- 
ually attendant, in June, July, and 
August, before the rains had so swel- 
led the rivulets as to interrupt their 
coming, was 7,188; these, with the 
number in the other schools, above 
mentioned, amount to 8,500; and 
when to these are added those who oe- 
casionally attend, the number will ex- 
ceed 10,000. 

In order to extend the benefit of 
schools far more widely, the Commit- 
tee purpose to afford their aid to the 
Native Schoolmasters already engaged 
in teaching the children, and who at 
present derive their scanty support 
from the parents of the scholars. Of 
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these schools there are great numbers ; 
it is supposed that there are in Bengal 
9,000 native schools, containing pro- 
bably 360,000 children, who are taught 
merely to.read and write their native 
language; but for want of its being 
afterwards kept alive by exercise, two- 
thirds of them probably lose their 
knowledge before they reach thirty.— 
But far more than merely the knowl- 
edge of reading and writing, which 
should be considered as preliminary 
means, is necessary for the mental im- 
provement of the native-——a knowledge 
of the solar system, geography, chro- 
nology, general history, morality and 
virtue, It is necessary to impart to 
them new ideas, and this must be done 
before they leave school, and depart 
from the sphere of European influ- 
ence. Itis proposed therefore, to give 
a small gratuity, to each master, say 
an anna for every boy who makes a 
certain degree of proficiency; this 
would operate as a premium to the 
master, and will greatly increase (per- 
hiaps double or treble) the number of 
the children in the schools already es- 
tablished, and probably occasion many 
new schools. 

The Marqvis of Hastings has invi- 
ted the Committee to extend their op- 
erations to the provinces which have 
lately been brought within the sphere 
of British influence, and are in a state 
of ignorance and demoralization hard- 
ly to be credited, accompanying this 
invitation with the munificent dona- 
tion of 6,000 rupees. Mr. Jabez Ca- 
rey, who so successfully superintended 
the Schools at Amboyna, is appointed 
to this service. 

{tis hoped that this noble Institu- 
tion, which is 4,500 rupees in arrear, 
will receive from gentlemen, both in 
India and in Europe, further encour- 
agement and support. 


MALACCA. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Medhurst, 
25th December, 1818. 

Last month three Chinese from Siam 

called here, inquiring for books—they 

had met with some of our publications 
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in that ceuntry, and had learned from 
them the story of the Fall, of the first 
progenitors of markind, the work of 
Christ, &c. Yesterday also a Chinese 
from Tringana called, inquiring for 
books, with which we supplied him; 
he had seen them before at Sourabai- 
ya, and a ship arrived at Tringana 
while he was there with some of eur 
tracts on boar’, one of which he ob 
tained. Who knows how much good 
these silent and inoffensive missiona- 
ries may do, though hidden from the 
knowledge of those who felt interested 
in their distribution—a few instances 
now and then reach our ears from dis- 
tant shores, but the aggregate of their 
useful effects will never be unfolded 
until the Great Day. 

All the brethren are in health and 
hard at work; and every thing in the 
mission seems to wear a favourable ap- 
pearance. 





Extract of a Letter from Mrs. Beigh- 
ton, Malacca, November 20, 1818, to 
a Friend in London. 


‘I have seen many ceremonies per- 
formed by the heathen since my arri- 
val. A few weeks ago they carried 
some of their idols through the streets ; 
tall men danced before them, waile 
priests attended on the idols, offering 
fruit, and with a brush preventing the 
insects from settling on their lifeless 
images. I could not but observe that two 
children were placed behind the tem- 
ples, pulling strings which were fasten- 
ed to the arms of the gods,whereby they 
were kept in continual motion. The 
streets through which the procession 
passed were hung with flowers. I un- 
derstand that these are the gods to 
which they offer their tools and instru- 
ments of war. ‘Their gods are indeed 
many; for we can scarcely pass a 
house, or even a hut, in which we do 
not see candles placed before them. 

‘On the 25th of October, we com- 
memorated the death of our Saviour, 
when the service was rendered more 
interesting by the presence of a con- 
verted Chinese. After the service, he 
expressed a desire that we would al! 
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pray for him, that he might persevere 
in the ways of the Lord. Mr. Milne 
was his interpreter, and part of the 
service was in the Chinese language. 

‘The Chinese have little affection 
for their female children, and think 
them unworthy of any istruction; and 
when females grow up, they are treat- 
ed like brutes. If aman speaks of his 
wife, he will say, ‘my dog,’ or ‘my 
worthless woman within.’ Let Chris- 
tian females remember to what they 
owe their advantages, and | am sure 
ihey will not think any sacrifice too 
great, so that they may promote the 
cause of Christ.’ 


CANTON. 


Dr. Morrison, in a letter, dated 
January 24, 18!9, expresses the high 
degree of satisfaction and delight 
which he felt on receiving from Ma- 
lacca, a specimen of the Com- 
mentary on the New Testament by 
Mr. Milne, eleganily printed, and a 
sermon in the Chinese language, by 
Mr. Medhurst. ‘Gospel light,’ says 
Dec. M. ‘is rising in the East, glorious 
and exhilirating as the sun shedding 
his beams in the morning to illumine 
the earth.’—* The Chinese are a read- 
ing people, and God is providing for 
them books full of Christian truth,— 
O, that he may hasten the work sill 
more! O that this nation may ina 
short time be turned from idols, and 
rescued from the siavery of Sa- 
tan.’ 


SURAT. 

Mr. Fyvie writes, 

‘The Mahomedans in this place ap- 
pear to be mostly infidels. We are 
distributing Mr. Martyn’s Persian New 
Testament among them, which is 
greatly admired for its important con- 
tents. They exclaim— ‘It is all true! 
it js all true !—every word is most ex- 
cellent!’ I trust it will do much good 
among the people. Many since read- 
ing it appear desirous of instruc- 
tion,’ 


AMERICAN MISSION Al CEYLON. 
From the Panoplist. 


JOURNAL OF MR. POOR A'T 'TILLIPALLY. 
Concluded from p. 203. 


Sept. 7. Yesterday preached in Ta- 
mul at Batticotia, and wuuited with 
brother Meigs and the sisters there, iu: 
celebrating the ordinance of the Lord’s 
supper. We are earnestly desirons, 
that the time may come, when church- 
es will be formed at our stations, tat 
this ordinance may be regularly ai- 
tended to at stated seasous. 

9. Toexcite among the people ut- 
tention ta the schvol, L have this dey 
held a public examination of the boys 
in the church. The effect appears to 
have been good, both on the parents 
and children. 

14. Oa Wednesday last, a hoy, 
whom we have supported a shert time 
on trial, took leave to go and cai! his 
parents to attend his examination of 
the school. He did net return, till I 
sent the schoolmaster to fetch him. 
It appears that he was detained by his 
parents, who intended to keep the 
cloth we*had given him. Ou my 
threatening to seud them to the ma- 
gistrate, the cloth was returned. This 
is the second instance of the kind, that 
has happened since we began to take 
boys to support by us. 

16. Preached in Tamul at Milette, 
A boy, the son of the principal head 
man of Milette, who for some time at- 
tended the school iu that place, receiv- 
ed a slight injury from a well pole, 
when drawing water. On consulting 
a witch, thatis, a womaa ia whom they 
say the devil dwells, concerning the 
cause of the injury, he was told, that 
it was in consequence of his having 
learned the Christian catechism at 
school. The hoy has not attended 
school since. 

17. Our infant has been sick se 
veral days past. Last night we almos 
despaired of his life. We are laid un 
der renewed obligations of gratitude 
to God, as the violence of his disorder: 
has. abated, and we havea good hi pe 
of his recovery. 
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20. The meetings at the rest house, 
which I have constantly attended on 
the Sabbath, for more than a year 
past, continue to be interesting. Tho’ 
the number of the people who attend 
there at any one time, is not so great 
as at the morning service in this place; 
yet, more men have heard the Gospel 
at the rest-house, than at the church. 
I have reason to think, that the head 
men, who have obtained some know- 
ledge of the Christian religion, are 
more active in supporting heathenism 
than formerly. ‘They hate the light, 
Many persons with whom I converse, 
who are convinced of the superior ex- 
cellence of Christianity, appear to be 
sincere in the belief, that if they 
should adhere to the morality of the 
Gospel, they should sustain great in- 
jury in their temporal affairs. They 
ask with much confidence, believing 
that no proper answer can be given 
to the question, How can we gain a 
subsistence if we cease to lie, cheat, 
and deceive, since this is the custom 
of all? So little do they know, that 
godliness is profitable for the life that 
now is, as well as that which is to 
come. : 

25. It is reported, that the vessel in 
which our brethren sailed has arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

27. For several weeks past more 
persons than usual have attended our 
church. But it is a source of grief to 
us, that we have no good evidence 
that the word preached is made ef- 
fectual to the saving conversion of the 
heathen. 

Oct. 7. We have been favoured a 
few weeks past with the company of 
the Rev. Mr. Knight, missionary from 
ihe Church Missionary Society. He 
is to be stationed at Nillore, about two 
miles from Jafficapatam. We have 
much reason to esteem Mr. Knight as 
a very valuable aequisition to the mis- 
sionary Cause in this district. He has 
rendered me some important assist- 
ance in my schools, as he is well ac- 
quainted with the theory and practice 
of the Lancasterian system of educa- 
tion. Mr. K. is setting other mis- 
sionaries a good example ; viz. that of 


acquiring a knowledge of the native 
language, before his mind is distract- 
ed by other concerns. 

Sabbath, 11. Brother and sister 
Meigs spent the Sabbath with us. He 
preached in Tamul. After sermon 
we dedicated our infant son, Daniel 
Warren, to God in baptism. We then 
attended to the ordinance of the Lord’s 
supper, About 300 natives were pre- 
sent, of whom 30 were females. ‘This 
is the largest congregation we have 
seen at the church. ‘The presence of 
so many idolaters, to witness such 
ceremonies, and to hear them ex- 
plained, was truly animating to our 
souls. It encouraged us to hope, that 
as God has given us so much favour in 
the sight of this heathen people, he 
will, ere lang, bless his word which we 
preach amoung them, to the saving 
conversion of some souls. 

16. Received, by a letie: from sister 
Nichols, Bombay, the affecting intel- 
ligence, that brother Nichols has been 
brought to the borders of the grave, 
by a dangerous sickness. We earnest- 
ly hope that it may please God not to 
diminish oor little number at present, 
while the call for missionaries is so 
urgent. 

20. Sent a letter to the principal 
bramhun of the celebrated heathen 
temple in this place. In this letter I 
explained briefly the object of my 
coming here, and addressed him on 
the supposition, that at the day of 
judgment it will appear that he has 
exerted his influence in the support of 
a false religion, while the means of 
correcting his error were within his 
reach, and of becoming acquainted 
with the true and only method which 
God has revealed to men for obtain: 
ing pardon and salvation. Whatever 
might be his views of the two religions, 
I urged him to read the New ‘Tlesta- 
ment and two small tracts, which ac- 
companied the letter. When my in- 
terpreter carried the letter, and told 
him it was from me, he seemed to be 
somewhat agitated, and declined re- 
ceiving either the letter or the books. 
He at length consented to hear the 
letter read. He then observed, that 
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he knew his was a vain religion, but 
as it was the religion of his ancestors, 
and as he obtained his subsistence by 
supporting it, he did not wish to ex- 
amine any other religion. He return- 
ed the letter and the books. 

23. Learn from brother Chater, that 
two boxes have arrived at Columbo tor 
the “ American Missionaries.” We 
trust letters are at hand, which will 
give us further infurmation on the 
subject. 

Nov. 2. Near our house is a heathen 
schoo!, which has been taught many 
years by a man + >w considerably ad- 
vanced in age. He has in his schvol 
about thirty boys, the children of stout 
heathens, who would not send them 
to this place. I have lately several! 
times visited the school, and become 
acquainted with the master and boys. 
This evening the master came to make 
proposals for putting the school under 
my superintendence. Ll agreed to give 
him four rix dollars* a month, on 
condition, that he should instruct 30 
boys, and that I should have the di- 
rection of their studies. He is doubt- 
less influenced to do this by the hope 
of obtaining one dollar a month; and 
the parents consent to it, on condition 
that they shall make him no compen- 
sation for his services. These boys 
have proceeded further in their studies, 
than those who have hitherto been re- 
ceived into my schools. ‘This is the 
eighth school connected with this sta- 
tion, As these schools are in six dif- 
ferent parishes, it would be impossibie 
for me properly to superintend them, 
had I not the assistance of Malleappa, 
who is at Mallagum, and of my inter- 
preter. 

16. This morning ten or twelve per- 
sons, from a distant part of the parish 

of Milette, came to request me to open 
a school in that part of the parish, 
saying, that there are many boys 
there, who have never had an oppor- 
tunity for receiving instruction. Of 
late [ have had several formal appli- 
cations from different places to estab- 
lish schools; but have been unable to 


* One rix-doller is worth froin 25 to 33 
cents, according to the rate of exchange. 
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attend to them without neglecting 
other duties. The people appear to 
be more and more convinced of the 
sincerity of our professions, and to be- 
gin to see the ad+antage of our schools. 

20. This day my ivterpveter left me, 
to take up his residence at the schoo! 
house at Panditeripo, which | have 
lately enlarged and prepared for this 
purpose. At this time my schools are 
well attended. The whole number of 
boys in the 8 schools is nearly four 
hundred. As the rains have com- 
menced, it is difficult for me to trave! 
any considerable distance. Nicholas, 
my interpreter, will attend to the 
school at Panditeripo, and also to one 
established in an adjaceut viliage. 
These two schools are the most re- 
mote from my station, 

Another, and a more important, 
reason for sending Nicholas to Pan- 
diteripo is, that the children in those 
schools, and the people in that vi- 
cinity, may have a betier opportunity, 
especially on the Sabbath, to receive 
religious insiruction. 

Nicholas. is a native Malabar, be- 
longing to Jaffna. Formeriy, he was 
a reader of songs ina heathen temple. 
Afterwards, he was about two years 
in the government school at Jafiua- 
patam, unde: the care of the Rev. 
Cirisuan David. ‘There his attention 
was seriously turned to the concerns 
of his soul, and he gives some evidence 
of real piety. He bas continued his 
studies at this place 15 months, and 
has served me as an interpreter nearly 
a year. He appears to have asincere 
desire to be useful to the souls of his 
countrymen. He dresses in the na- 
tive style, and receives 15 rix dollars 
a month. Though he is of much ser- 
vice to me here, the welfare of the 
mission appears to require him to go 
from me. J hope, by the occasional 
assistance of him and of Malleappa, 
to do without an iaterpreter. I have 
practised for several months past to 
read in Tamu! on the Sabbath, dif- 
ferent parts of the book of Common 
Prayer. I shall continue wo do this, 
very frequently, and instead of ser- 
mons, shall read short formularies 0! 
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doctrines and duties, and select parts 
of Scriptures, accompanied with very 
short explanations. Long texts and 
short comments appear best adapted 
to the state of this people. There are 
many advantages resulting from read- 
ing to them the same forms, accom- 
panied with oceasional remarks. 

Eight girls usually attend our fe- 
male school during the week, and on 
the Sabbath about a dozen girls at- 
tend, and recite the catechism. About 
the same number of women attend the 
ehurch. | 

This day we have been comforted 
by the receipt of a letter from Dr. 
Worcester, dated Jan. 26, 1818. This 
letter was taken from one of the two 
boxes, that have recently arrived for 
us at Columbo. We have cause to 
think that one package of our letters 
was lost, viz. that containing the first 
copy of the annual account of expendi. 
tures at this station, and also, a paper 
specifying the medicines which are 
wanted at our stations. 

We remind our dear sisters and fel- 
low helpers, who contribute to the 
support of heathen children, that we 
have nineteen boys connected with our 
family, who acknowledge us their 

ardians; yel we see many more of 
both sexes around us, who have equal 
claims upon our charity, and to whom 
we should gladly extend our guardian 
care, and whose hearis would be re- 
joiced to hear the tale concerning 
their benefactors, who reside in a far 
distant country. 

Nov. 26. We are yet in a state of 
anxiety and suspense, concerning our 
absent brethren. Seven months have 
elapsed since their departure, and we 
have received no intelligence from 
them. Danae Poor, 





AFRICA. 

Extract of a letter received from the Rev. 

Mr. Philip, dated Cape Town, 10th 
Maich, 1319. 


‘The Caffre war still continues to 
rage. The followitig is an extract of 
a Letter from Rev. Mr. Ulbricht.’— 
‘It is impossible for me to describe the 
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condition we are in. I can only state 
a few particulars. Nearly 800 head 
of cattle are taken from Theopoiis, 
which we were obliged to see driven 
away, without being able to prevent it. 
We are surrounded with Caffres, who 
are only waiting an opportunity to 
rush in upon us. The whole country 
between this and Uitenage is deserted 
by its inhabitants. | The dwellings of 
the farmers are burnt, the military 
stations forsaken, and some officers and 
others murdered. Our remaining cat- 
tle we keep in the village, the women 
and children sleep ia the place of wor- 
ship, and the church and village are 
defended by a hundred of our people 
in possession of fre arms. We have 
hardly any rest night or day. All is 
in confusion and distress.’ ‘! am rea- 
dy to die with fatigue. Our friends at 
Graham’s Town have invited us to 
come to them, but I cannot prevail up- 
on myself to quit my station. Were 
we to leave the place, the houses would 
be burnt—our corn would all be des- 
troyed; and the Hottentots wou'd be 
discouraged. I am, therefore, resol- 
ved to abide where I am, trusting in 
the Lord. Pray for us—our eyes are 
up unto the Lord. He only can help, 

“ We are sorry to learn that on the 
9th of February last, the Moravian 
New Settlement, at the Witte (or 
White) River, was attacked by the 
Cafires, who drove away 235 head 
of their cattle. The people were in 
the most imminent danger. By ano- 
ther letter, dated March 2, it appears 
that the Caffres went on plundering 
and murdering those who opposed 
their thefts.’ 

We hope the state of public affairs, 
in respect of the Cafire war, is much 
better than when this letter was written. 


CAUSE OF THE JEWS. 


Report of the Secretary of the Prussian 
Bible Society at Berlin, concerning the 
distribution of the Gospel in Hebrew. 
Through the kindness of the Rev. 


Mundie in Hamburg, a parce 
containing copies of the above-mer 
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tioned Gospels has been forwarded to 
me for distribution by Mr. Gilbert van 
der Swissen at Altona. Part of them 
[had remitted to such correspondents 
of the Bible Society as are most con- 
yersant with the Jews. 

Above twenty copies I took with 
me to the fair above mentioned ; and 
[think it my duty to make a report 
of what occurred, to the respected 
promoters of the circulation of the 
word of God. May it make a joy- 
ful impression upon their minds, and 
increase the conviction, that God 
has, according to his promise, not 
cast away bis people; and cordially 
Jin my weakness unite in spirit 
with them in that mind St. Paul 
so beautifully expresses, Rom. x. I. 
“Brethren, my heart’s desire and 
prayer for Israel is, that they might 
he saved.” 

I made a beginning by presenting a 
copy of the Prophets to a Jew from 
West Prussia for his father at home. 
When he with great joy accepted it, 
I gave him a copy of the Gospels of 
St. Luke and St. John for his own use. 
He read some verses, knew presently 
what it was, and said; that may also 
be read by my father. On the follow. 
ing day, { offered to a Jew in our 
neighbourhood, a copy of St. Luke 
and St. John, with these words, That 
if he was not pleased with that book, 
he might retarn it to-morrow. [le 
read half a page with great eagerness, 
then made a stop and said; I know 
now what it is, and thank you most 
heartily.’ To the same Jew I former- 
ly used to give some small tracts for 
his childreu, When, therefore, he ap- 
plied to me now again for the same 
gift, | took the opportunity of present- 
ing himself with the Gospels, while 
I furnished him with the Dairymaid 
for his children. On the third day, 
when I was about to give a copy of St. 
Luke to an elderly Jew, and be was 
ready to accept it, another young Jew 
entered my room, who presently pro- 
tested against it, saying, These are no 
books for us—I was the first, to whom 
the Englishman (meaning Mr. Way) 
would have giyen some of them; but 


Cause of the Jews. 268 


I know what they contain. There is 
spoken in them of Tho!a, of Thola. 
No! these are no books for us. Qui- 
etly I took the copy back again. 
Knowing the mistrusiful disposition 
with which many of them watch every 
word respecting their spiritual inte- 
rest, I, when I had to deal with un- 
known Jews, commonly made use of 
the following introduction ; Somebody 
has put this Hebrew book into my 
hand. As | cannot read it myseif, but 
know, that it isa very good book, I 
will lend it to you upon that condi- 
t.on, that if you like 1t, you may keep 
it, as your property 3 but if you do not 
like it, I beg you will return it to-mor- 
row. Andnow lam going to mention 
a very encouraging occurrence.— 
Three Jews ft om the neighbourhood of 
Krakow in Russian Poland were with 
mein mercantile business. When I 
discovered in them a disposition, that 
excited ny confidence, I gave to the 
eldest of them a copy of the prophets. 
Ail the three began to read it very ear- 
nestly, when at last the youngest ex- 
claimed: These are our piophets! 
that is pretty | but what would I say - 
have you no book more of that des- 
cription? t was obliged to answer in. 
the negative, as it was the only copy 
I had athand. But, said f, here I have 
a smaller book, offering him a eopy of 
St. Luke and St. Jobu; if you like it, 
you may take it home. He now 
reads about a page, the two others 
looking in with him. Suddenly ex- 
claimed: Surely that is good! that is 
the word of God! that is the word of 
God! taving fortunately one cepy 
left of the Gospel of St. Mark, I gave 
it to one of the two other Jews, who 
expressed a great desire. Deeply al- 
fected and thankful they would have 
kissed my hand; but when I declined. 
it, they bowed so lowly to the ground, 
that | considered it 4 reverential ac- 
knowledgment to God, for having put 
his word into their hands. 

On the last day before my depar- 
ture, when I had only one copy left, 
a poor middle-aged Jew of very sickly 
appearance, but shewing traces of lu- 
ving known better days—which alse 
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during my conversation with him was 
confirmed—enterisg my room beg- 
ging. I asked him, whether he couid 
read the book? (the Gospels of St. 
Luke and St. John.) He answered in 
the affirmative, and read half a page 
with great atieation. Upon my ques- 
tion ; if he wished to possess that book, 
he said very modestly: Yes, if you 
will give it me. Soldid. But now I 
turned the matter, representing to 
him, that in his situation money must 
be more desirable to him; wherefore 
1 would pay him for it. But he would 
not sell it, though I offered him the 
due price. 

Before I conclude this report, I 
would request of you the favour of 
communicating to me all the news 
concerning the Jews, as more informa- 
tion concerning them is highly desira- 
ble, and I most cordially would give it 
a p'ace in our “ Reports ;” declaring 
at the same time my readiness to 
bring to the notice of the respected 
Society, which is seeking the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel, as well my own 
discoveries as those of my correspond- 
ents. E SN ¢R. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. B. N. Sol- 
omon. 


The following is an extract of a let- 
ter recently received from the Rev. 
Mr. Solomon, on his return from a 
Missionary Journey which he has been 
making in Poland. 


Kremenchug, May 24, O. S. 1819. 

I shall now give you a short account 
of my journey in the governments of 
Ecatherinaslay and Cherson. In the 
former town, which contains the num- 
ber of about 500 Jewish inhabitants, I 
had the gratification to find several 
who were not unwilling to examine the 
claims of Christianity. Some Israel- 
ites heard me patiently and with seem- 
ing attention in their synagogue, and 
three or four came separately to my 
lodgings begging for testaments, which, 
on finding they understood the Hebrew 
tolerably well, I did not refuse them. 
But what was truly graufying to my 
feelings was the very kind reception 


Cause of the Jews. 


[Sep 


which the Rabbi of that place gave 

me. [ found this good-natured olj 

gentleman over his Zohar, which he 

laid aside on my entering the room, 

but soon after took it up again to show 

me some passages, and said, he nee 

not be ashamed of tha: book for me, 

for he has never met such a Christian 

before—he repeated the common 

place objections against the Christian 

religion, but in a very proper spirit, 

and listened with very surprising at. 

tention to what I bad to say in return, 

when I showed him the Hebrew Tract, 
he read a few pages in my presence, 
and said, he would not return it, he 

hoped [ would leave it with him—he 
observed at the same time, that it ap- 
peared to him an inexplicable enigina 
how I could take the trouble of travel- 
ling such a distance, and moving 
about from one place to another, only 
for the sake of informing the Jews that 
Jesus of Nazareth is the promised 
Messiah—this, he said, is a new thing 
on the earth! but Jews began to gath- 
er about us, and it was thought advi- 
sable to break up. I left this good 
man, not without hopes that He, who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, may shine intu his heart, to 
give him the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Je- 
sus Christ. 

From Ecatherinaslay, I directed my 
steps towards the Jewish colonies in 
the government of Cherson, where I 
witnessed a scene as pleasing and in- 
teresting as it is altogether new in the 
annals of modern history. I think it 
must be interesting to the friends of 
Israel to hear that there is a respecta- 
ble body of Jews, consisting of no less 
than 4000 souls, who have newly left 
their trades in Poland, and have re- 
turned to their pristine patriarchal 
simplicity of lfe—who cultivate the 


ground which the noble Alexander has 
granted them, with their own hands— 


who follow their flocks and their herds 
into the fields, and, separate from the 
world, they subsist on the steps entire- 
ly on their manual labor, and eat their 
bread with the sweat of their face— 
whether this might be the beginning 
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g preparation for their return to 
, own Jand, f am not authorised to 
ige, but f could not help beisg struck 
h ine idea that they might even on 
ose steps be infinitely happier than 
eit forefathers in Jerusalem itself, 
they would but know him whom 
ir fathers saw only through types 
d figures. I hesitated not to de- 
are this my opinion to them, and 
yen they said they would rather be 

_ Jerusalem than on the steps, I toid 
nen that they might have liere more 
han a Jerusalem, a paradise itself, if 
ey would with one heart and one 
iad return to him, whom their fath- 
‘shave so unjustly pierced, but who 
as, notwithstanding, the bright glory 
hat adoroed the second temple at Je- 
walem. There its one advantage 
hich { had here above other places, 
in.that 1 found among them much 
ess difficulty of introducing the sub 
ject, and obtaining their ear, than 
among the busy Jews in the towns, 
where you may generally hear excu- 
ses similar to those in the Gospel, “1 
have no time to attend, J must first 
provide for my family ;” here I heard 
no such thing—on the contrary, which- 
ever colony J entered, I had no seoner 
alighted from my Britchky than I saw 
almost all the inhabitants around =e, 
aud the Rabbi himself on my side ; 
bibles, Testaments and Tracts were 
brought in, we read them together— 
we pointed out passages to one ano- 
ther, and the conversation was every 
where carried on with mutual candor 
and sometimes for three or four hours 
together—in some places the Rabbi 
himself proposed we should meet in 
ihe evening or on the next day again, 
and in the mean time they read the 
Testament in their houses. But not 
to enter into particulars, I will only 
say, that from all that occurred, Ihave 
reason to bless God that Il have been 
led among them, and if the prayers of 
the righteous attend my poor endeav- 
ours, 1 shall never despair of seeing 
that seed which 1 have been enabled 
tosow among them, spring up mito 
everlasting life. B. N. SeLomon. 
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DOMESTIC MissIONs. 
From the Boston Recorder. 
New- Albany, (Jud.) Aug. 14, 1519. 


Mx. Wituis—l wish through the 
medium of your paper, to show our 
Eastern Brethren the good tha: results 
from Missionary labours, in tlese wes- 
tern selements. | aim now jusi re- 
turned from tbe insialiation of the Rev. 
Jolin M. Dickey, over a Presbyterian 
Church at New-Lexington. A jlace, 
where a year ago, no church was or 
ganized, no religious society was for- 
med, and no stated preaching of the 
Gospel was heard. ‘lhe town iisell is 
but an incousiderable village, but it is 
in the midst of a fertile country, and 
now considerably thick se'tled. As is 
usual in the new settlements, the im- 
habitants are of dilierent religious de- 
numiuatious, and of no profession.— 
To this place, one year ago, a Mission- 
ary from Connecticut came. At first 
he thought he would bardiy have hear- 
ers enough to holda meeting. What 
then, was his surprise when, in an Dour 
or two from the ume of his eutering 
town, he was preaciniug to a crowded 
room of anxious licare s, Some were 
affected to tears. Ou enquiry, he 
found that there was one Presbyterian 
woman in the place, and a few Pres: 
byterian families in the surrounding 
country. ‘hese, by his subsequent 
labours on ude or two Sabbaths, and 
his observations, were collected, con- 
gregaied and organized into a church, 
to meet at New Lexinglon. A few 
months after, Providence brought 
their present pastor in their way, and 
their desires were drawn forth after 
him. Uniting with another little con- 
gregation about ten miles oli, they 
gave him acallin due form, taid iK 
before the Presbytery appointed the 
7th of August, tor lis installation. 
This is now past. He is installed ; 
and this marks a new epoch in the re- 
ligious history of Indiana, for it is the 
first installation which has been made 
in the State. ‘The Society have no 
meeting-house. A place was pre pared 
ina grove. The sermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. J, Reed, and the charge 
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to the pastor aud people given by 
the Rev. D. C. Banks. There were 
also present the Rev. W. Robiason, 
J. Todd, and I. Shannon. Both 
minister aad people seemed sensible of 
the solemnity of the transaction, and 
to feel the force of the obligations un- 
der which this transaction brought 
them. It was an interesting, it was a 
solemnscene. Here in this new coun. 
try, the tall trees still waving over our 
heads, even when we were investing 
our brother with his pastoral office, it 
being the first in this State, the deep 
solemnity of the people, their eyes be- 
ing intently fixed, and their counte- 
nances solemn, were things calculated 
to affect the reflecting mind. The 
text was, “ Take heed therefore, &c.” 
Acts xx. 28. The next day was a sa- 
cramental Sabbath. We met in the 
same place; the congregation was 
creat. The Rev. Mr. Banks preach- 
ed from 1. Peter ii. 4, 3, “ To whom 
coming,’ &c. Persons had coine from 
many miles; I saw those I knew, from 
eighteen miles distance. The Pres- 
byterian communicants were between 
sixty and seventy. It was the first 
time this church had received the sa- 
crament. The mintstering brethren 
were able and engaged, and, altogeth- 
er, it-was a most interesting season. I 
trust the Lord was there indeed, and 
that the influence of the Good Spirit 
was felt. Most of the ministers left 
on Sabbath evening. I remained, and 
preached on Monday. The new in- 
stalled pastor then addressed his flock, 
and numbers were soon in tears. The 
meeting then closed. 

And now I say to our Northern and 
Eastern brethren read this, and take 
courage, in your labours of love for us 
—for the new settlements. And if 
you would see such accounts multipli- 
ed, you must multiply our ministers ; 
you must send us more Missionaries. 
Brother Fowler says right, when he 
says, ‘‘now is the time, and the Wes- 
tern world the field in which to do 
good” He speaks the truth where he 
says, “ the fields are white for the har- 
vest, and there are but few to thrust in 
the sickle.” We must have more Mis- 
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sionaries, or the people will go—,),, 
where will they go? And now to th 
Ministers of the Lord Jesus in the 
Northern States, who have not a paso, 
ral charge, and who theiefore may ey. 
gage as Missionaries, I say: Com, 
over into Indiana and help us, Con 
over into Indiana and helpus. 1 be, 
seech you, by the sighs, the groans anj 
the prayers of the scattered Christians | 
here; I beseech you, by the worth o 
souls for whom Jesus bled and died; | 
beseech you, by the commission which 
you have received from Him. Gory 
vver into Indiana and help us! Anyi 
if Societies to the East cannot sen 
you, come still: we can give you food, 
and a place to lay your head. The 
people of this State are not that out 
landish people, that some may think 
them: though poor, they are kind, and 
sometimes /iberal too. 
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Farewell, Jsaac Regn. * 6 

a der 
CIVILIZATION AND INSTRUCTION oF B*?? 
THE INDIANS. tha 

(0 
The views of the President of the Hi so 
United States, under whose direction J pxt 
the annual 10,000 dollars, appropri: BR the 
ated by the last Congress for Indian §® 
civilization and improvement, are to the 


be applied, may be gathered from the 
subjoined letter, which we understand, 
has been issued in the form of a cir. 
cular, by the war department, to as 
many agents as are known to be en- 
gaged in promoting the work of sal- 
vation, “ within the limits of those 
Indian nations which border on our 
settlements.” 

The information called for is cer- 
tainly necessary as a first step in the 
progress of a system, which is to be 
adopted in order to give to the appro- 
priation its contemplated effect. 

Doubtless this appropriation will be 
more extensively promotive of the | 
object intended by 1, as an auxiliary 
fund, especially in such hands as those 
in which it is in contemplation to 
place it, than it could possibly be made, 
were it constituted an independent ove. 
The sum is too small upon which to 
organize a separate system, but, were 


























ten times its present amount, it ts 
robable that even then, it would be 
ore practically and usefully applied 
ythe men who have gone foith un- 
or the impulse of their own humanity, 
od in the strength of their own 
eans, than it would be by mere un- 
takers.— Nat. Intel. 
CIRCULAR. 

«In order to render the sum of 
0,000 dollars, annually appropriated 
tthe last session of Congress for the 
vilization of the Indians, as exten- 
wely beveficial as possible, the Pre- 
ident is of opinion, that it ought to be 
pplied in co-operation with the ex- 
tions of benevolent associations, or 
adividuals who may choose to devote 
heir time or means to effect the ob 

ject contemplated by the act of Con- 


gress. 



















BED. ~ & But it will be indispensable, in or- 
der to apply any portion of the sum 
ION op Meappropriated, in the manner proposed, 
that the plan of education, in addition 
io reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
* the should, in the instruction of the boys, 
ection BM ovtend to the practical knowledge of 
Opt: HM the mode of agriculture, and of such 
indian of the mechanic arts as are suited to 


we: the condition of the Indians; and in 


_ the that of the girls, to spinning, weaving, 
itand, and sewing. Itis also indispensable 
a Cll TM that the establishment should be fixed 
f0 @ B® within the limits of those Indian na- 
P rj tions which border on our settlements. 
sal: Such associations, er individuals who 
hose Te are already actually engaged in edu- 
mat cating the Indians, and who may de- 

sire the co-eperation of the govern- 
cer & ent, will report to the Department of 
the T® War, to be laid before the President, 
| be the location of the institutions under 
sand their superintendence, their funds, the 
number and kind of teachers, the num- 
be vec of youths of both sexes, the ob- 
the ~ [% jects which are actually embraced in 
a iheir plan of education, and the ex- 
, tent of the aid which they require; 
as and such institutions as are formed, 
le, but have not gone into actual opera- 
i lion, will report the extent of their 
7 funds, the places at which they intend 
io make their establishments, the 


whole number of youths of both sexes 
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which they iniend to educate, the num- 
ber and kind of teachers to be employ- 
ed, the plan of education to be adopt- 
ed, and the ext@ut of the aid required. 
This information is necessary to enable 
the President to determine whether 
the appropriation of Congress ought 
to be applied in co-operation with the 
institutions which may request it, and 
to make a just distribution of the sum 
appropriated. 

“ Ju propertion to the means of the 
government, co-operation will be ex- 
tended to such institutions as may be 
approved, as well in erecting the ne- 
cessary buildings, as in thew current 
expenses.” 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Corydon, Indiana, July 31. 

It will be peculiarly grateful to the 
lovers of Christianity to hear of the 
Revival of religion which has taken 
place in this town. A few weeks ago 
our streets exhibited little else than in- 
temperance dad profanity ; and now, 
so far has the scene changed, that mo- 
rality seems to predomiuate in every 
quarter, through the day, and at night 
the sound of prayer, praise, and the 
shouts of new born souls cheer the 
evening shades. Every sex and age 
are the subjects of the work ; and it is 
worthy of remark, that some of the 
most hopeless profligates in tuwn have 
made an open pivfession of being 
made the subjects of regenerating 
grace. It is said there must have been 
more than sixty in number added w 
the followers of the meek and lowly 
Jesus, in the course of the last week ; 
and the number is increasing every 
prayer meeting. Christians ought to 
be encouraged to pray, and look for 
the coming of that glorious, happy 
time promised, “ when a uation shail! 
be born in adav.”—Christ. Watchman. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 


REPORT OF THE SABBATH SCHOOL IN 
HADDAM. 


The Sabbath School in Haddam was open- 
ed on the second Sabbath of May, and cou- 
tinued until the close of August. Sixty boys 
and one hundred girls, bewveen the age ol 
seven aud sfateen have aitended, during this 
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period, wil) commendab'e regularitr. They 
have been separated into classes of five ; each 
of which has had a Teacher, and beea located 
ina pew inthe meeting-house. The Teach- 
ers have all been young persons; most of 
them were the subjects of the late revival in 
the place, and ail professors of religion. Five 
Superintendents were selected from the res- 
pectable inhabitants of the town and members 
of the Church, who, in rotation, have con- 
ducted the affairs of the School. Impressed 
with the importance of their work, and their 
need of the divine assistance, the Teachers 
have regutarly assembled on the morning of 
the Sabbath, for united prayer to the God of 
all grace, beseeching him to bless them and 
the children committed to their charge, and 
have found these to be precious seasons. The 
School has commenced, each Lord's day, at 
half past 12 o’clock, by a Hymna, sung by the 
Teachers, entitled the Teacher's Prayer— 

‘¢ May we who teach the rising race,” &c. 

The Lord’s Prayer has then been offered 
by the acting Superintendent, accompanied 
by all the Scholars. After this the Teachers 
have devoted themselves to their respective 
classes for fifty minutes ; hearing the children 
recite the lessons they have learnt, and con- 
versing with them as much as time would ad- 
mit. An account has then been taken by 
them of what bas been recited, and tickets dis- 
tributed according to the number of verses. 
‘The children have then advanced into the 
aisles, sung, in Bath, the Hymn, 

«O what a privilege is this, 

That we obtain so rich a grace,” &c. 
and gone in regular processsion out of the 
house for some relaxation before divine ser- 
vice. During public worship they have sat 
together in the gallery; having a male and fe- 
mate leacher with them, to watch over them 
and mark such as behave disorderly. At the 
end of each month the Tickets have been re- 
deemed by smail religious books; and good 
behaviour Tickets have been given to all who 
have not ferfeited them by improper conduct. 

During the continuance of the school there 
have been recited, 


55,130 verses in the Bible, 

19,232 verses of Hymns, 

58,223 answers in various Catechisms. 

The Catechisms chiefly used have been Emer- 
son's and Coleman’s. Much has been learned 
also from Cumming’s, M‘Dowell’s, Weeks’, 
Watts’ and Browns’. 

The effect of this Institution on the Children 
has been very happy. Not only has it brought 
them with an unwonted regularity to the house 
ot God, but it has softened their manners, giv- 
en thein a love for the Sabbath, a deep interest 
in one another, in their Teachers and Pastor, 
and in the things of religion; and though the 
Teachers have witnessed no instances of con- 
version to God among them, yet they have 
often had the satisfaction of seeing the hearts 
of numbers tenderly affected with divine 
truth, and of having their advice and admoni- 


Buffalo Sunday School Unwii. 
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tion uniformly received with affection an! 
respect. 

From this short tr’al the inhabitants of the 
place feel much impressed with the EXCellene, 
of Sabbath School instruction, and do Unite jp 
the nen pee of thousands that it may be exteng 
ed until all shall know the Lord from the lea 
to the greatest. 

Note. The above Report has been render, 
thus particular at tne request of numbers fro, 
abroad, who have thought it might afford som, 
guidance to schools that are without Method 





BUFFALO SUNDAY SCHOOL UNIox 


The second Anniversary of the Buffalo Sy). 
day School Union Society was held at thy 
Couit-House, on Monday the second day 9 
August, 1819. Near two bhuadred childyey 
and about twenty teachers, from the sever| 
Schools in this Union, assembled at the schoo! 
house at one o’clock, P. M. A_ procession 
was formed by the committee of arrange. 
ments, and marched to the court-house, wher 
an appropriate discourse was delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Fittmonre, (Mr. Squier being con. 
fined by sickness,) from these words—* Many 
shall rak to and iro, aad knowledge shall be 
increasea,”’ 

The namber of Schools now under the 
care of tue Society is 7, of learners 500, regu- 
lar attendants 214, managed by 28 Superin. 
tendents and Teachers. 

The Committee observe, that there is no- 
thing they deem more worthy of remark, than 
the happy effects produced in the Schools by 
the Brste. To be able to read that Book, ': 
the object of exertion on the part of the Schol- 
ars, and to obtain the Book itself by commit 
ting portions of it to memory, is esteemed: 
high distinction. By this its value is doubled. 
Take away the Bible, and the Schools would 
soon decay and be dissolved. * It is the 
source of motive, as it is that of obligation to 
Superintendentsand Teachers, and supplies ali 
their encouragement to labour and to perse- 
vere, and all their hope of benefit to them: 
selves and others.” It is the centre and 
soul of the system: it gives it all its energy, 
ensures its utility, and provides for its success 
The Divine Author of that Book has shed 
down his blessings upon our Schools,” throug! 
the “instrumentality of bis word, and the & 
gency of those to whom he has trusted the 
dispensation of it.” It is therefore gratiiying 
to report, that much attention has been paid 
to the reading and recitation of the Scriptures 
50,815 verses in Scripture, Hymns and Cate- 
chisms, have been recited the several, 
Schools, more than 40000 of which were frou 
the sacred oracles. Many scholars have con 

mitted whole Books or Epistles, and are now 
able to recite them with little hesitation, # 
such a manner as to give the sense of wha! 
they repeat. 
It would be easy to derive some just praise 
to the system pursued from this fact. Surely 
so wuch Divine Trath lodged in the mind can 
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not fail of good effects. The fact speaks for 
self, and must commend itself to the con- 
science of every ove who has a knowledge of 
the Bible, or of the Grace of its Author. 





From the Christian Guardian, and Church of 
ragland Magazine, published in London, by a 
sociely of Clergymen. 


oN ADMINISTERING THE SACRAMENT TO 
THE SICK. 


Persons accustomed sv sit under the sound 
of the Gospel, and unacquainted with the ig- 
norance that prevails, to a great degree, even 
in this enlightened country, would irequently 
be astonished to discover the want of know- 
ledge that many persons evince. Though we 
may suppose those who, from their infancy , 
have been familiar with the Catechism, where- 
inthe nature and design of the Sacrament is 
plainly illustrated, yet in this particular, igno- 
rance the most profound prevails. I shall only 
instance the infatuation which possesses the 
many, With regard to considering a participa- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper as a preparation for 
death. When a person of this description ap- 
pears seized with mortal disease, the Minister 
is sent for, for the express purpose of adminis- 
tering to the sick person the Sacrament of the 
hody and blood of our blessed Saviour. And 
how unaccountable it may be to a Protestant 
thus to act, there generally appears a melan- 
choly coincidence with Priest and parishioner 
in their views upon this subject. If the per- 
on had before been under some concern for 
his soul, and felt alarmed lest he should be 
cited to the bar of aholy God with all his sins 
upon his head, upon the reception of this opi- 
alehe gets ease, conscience is silenced and 
luledinto a fatal security, he speaks peace and 
salety when sudden destruction is at hand. 
Scripture certainly cannot be cited in appro- 
bation of this practice. The only passage m 
memory furnishes me with, of persons plead- 
ing their compliance with this injunction of 
our Saviour as a ground of their admission in- 
\o heqven, proves the very opposite. To those 
who have nothing more to say, than We have 
eaten and drank in thy presence, the Saviour 
informs us be shall reply, «‘ Depart from me, 
Inever knew you.” Surely a due considera- 
tion of the import of this passage of Holy 
Writ, and the very words of Christ, would 
make ministers very cautious how, at the close 
of a wicked, and, frequently, it is to be feared, 
impenitent life, they give the Sacrament to 
dying persons, In fact, instead of being a 
preparative for heaven to such characters, 
‘here is every reason to believe that it becomes 
only a deadly charm, which induces the de- 
iuded victim to dream of an admission into 
heaven, when he is going posthaste to hell. 
Surely Ministers, who thus lightly, and, I fear, 
profanely, trifle with the most sacred ordi- 
nance of our holy religion, and become in- 
‘trumental, in the | e of Scripture, in 
‘:wing pillows ander tie arm-hole, and build- 


ing up walls with untempered mortar, will 


one day have a different account to give than 


they are aware. We shouid be led to think, 


did not melancholy facts prove the contrary, 
that the least d@gree of acquaintance with the 
Bible, and especially the New Testament, 
would convince both Ministers and people, 
that much more is requisite, as a title to heav- 
en, than being baptized in infancy and re- 
ceiving the Sacrament upon a death-bed. 

In the Church of Rome, where transub- 
stantiation is an article of faith, and where it 
is literally understood, that, in order to eter- 


nal life, itis necessary, after this manner, to 


eat the flesh of the Son of God, we may allow 


somewhat for such a practice. But in a Pro- 
tsetant Church, and one that is generally con- 


sideved by its members as the purest in the 
world, we feel at a loss to account for it— 


While the ervor of supposing the transmuta- 


tion of the elements into the body and blood 
ofthe Saviour is fully exploded, why then re- 
tain a practice which is wholly built upon a 
contrary belies ? 


You will observe I am not, in particular ca. 
ses, against the administration of the Lord's 
Supper, to real penitent or humble believers 


upon a death-bed ; but it is the abuse ol such a 
proctine that I would oppose. Not having the 

appiness to live in a parish blessed wih an 
enlightened clergyman, I am unacquainted 
with the manner they generally treat sick 
persons, but I trust totally different from that 
I would now censure. But ihe method whieh 
occupies these pages I hnow to be the general 
practice of the generality of Clerzymen neas 
my residence. Should what has been written 
have the tendency of provoking some abler 
persons to tuink upon the subject, and pro- 


duce an essay upon the causes, evil, and cure ° 


thereof, it will not be in vain. The chief dan- 
ger is, those most coucerned are too much en- 
gaged with the honours, pleasures, afd profits 
of the world, to give it their attention or re- 
gard. 





For the Religious Intelligencer, 


CHARITABLE SOCIETY OF SPENCER 
TOWN, N. ¥. 


This Society was formed the last Spring. 
with a view to appropriate their funds at dit- 
ferent times as the exigencies of the Kingdom 
of Christ might seem most to require. They 
have recently voted twelve doila.s for the edu- 
cation of a heathen child in Ind.a, and thirty 
dollars to constitute their Pastor, Rev, Alvan 
Somers, a meinber of the American Bible So- 
ciety. ‘The fatter sum was accompanied by 
the following note : 

“ Rev. and Dear Six The Female Charit- 
able Society of Spencertown, for the purpose 
of conferring the word of life on the destitute, 
of manifesting a respect for their Pastor, and 
strengthening the American Bible Society, 
have the satisfaction oi presentiug vou with the 
enclosed sum of $30 to constitute you a mem- 
ber of said Society for life. May this great, be- 
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nign and flourishing Institution of our Land, 
udd many to the list of the redeemed, and 
-well the songs of angels and men w ith new 
notes of praise. 
In behalf of our Society, @ 
Lovisa Prarrt, Vice President. 
Caruarnine Hotpriver, Treaserer.” 


The following answer to the above was re- 
turned. 
To the Female Charitable Society. 


Lavirs—I am happy to witness the exist- 
ence and benevolent operation of your Cha- 
ritable Institution. Your having taken the re- 
quisite measures to constitute me a member of 
the American Bible Society I am far from 
viewing with indifference ; for while it as- 
sures me of your friendship, it augments the 
number of those streams which “make glad 
the city of God.” He who “sits over against 
the Treasury” of his Kingdom and watches the 
benfactions of his people, will not fail to no- 
tice and extensively reward whatever may be 
cone for his glory. May you as a Society be 
zreatly blessed and prospered in your means 
and zeal for doing good ; and possess much sat- 
isfaction in the reflection that your labouris not 
in vain inthe. Lord. Can any thing more exalt 
the mind and character of man, than to recog- 
nize this new era of Messiah’s reign, and cheer- 
fully join the growing confederacy of his em- 
pire—than to cast the light of heaven upon the 
path of the ignorant, and give to the poor and 
destitute the treasures of grace—than to soothe 
the anguish of the wounded spirit, and employ 
means which by divine blessing divest death 
of its sting, dispel the darkness of the sepul- 
chre, baffle the malignity of accursed spirits, 
and present to the dying believer the majestic 
glories of his heavenly home ? 

From yours very respectfully in the relation 
of Pastor and Friend, Avan SoMERS. 

Mrs. [Bvisa Pratt, and 

Airs. Catharine Holdridge. 


Austerlitz, (N. Y.) Sept. 6, 1819. 





ANECDOTE. 


A little begger boy, in the hope of exciting 
the charity of passers by, was singing in the 
streets of London, that beautiful hymn of Dr. 
Watts’s, beginning with 

«“ Come ye that love the Lord indeed, 

And let your joys be known.” 


It was so singular to hear the songs of Zion in 
the streets, that it was impossible not to feel 
some interest for the object of charity from 
whose lips they proceeded. On being asked 
why he did not sing some of the songs more 
jamiliar with the streets. His reply, though 
short, speaks volumes. “ He knew no songs, 


for he had been brought up in a Sabbath 
Schoo! '"’ 

We can better imagine than describe with 
what feelings the teacher of this poor object 
of pity must reflect upon his labour of love and 
the institution of Sabbath Schools. 





vintedote.— Poetri;. 





For the Retigious [ntelligerticer 
THE CHRISTIAN’S BANQUET.’ 


How happy, Lord, thy scrvants are, 
When, from thy throne above, 

Thou bid’st them to thy board repair, 
And feast upon thy love! 


What rapture fills the humble heart, 
What love inspires the breast, 

When Jesus does his grace impart, 
To feed the hungry guest: 


‘Tis here the contrite sou! partakes, 
That bread which Christ has given ; 

And here his burning thirst he slakes 
With streams that flow trom Heaven 


Tis here the Saviour condescends, 
T’ uaveil his heavenly face, 

And grants to all his faithful friends 
His rich, peculiar grace. 

‘Tis here the monrner finds relief 
From every doubt and fear, 

lor Jesus’ smile dispels his grie& 
And dries up every tear. 


Tis here th’ afflicted saint forgets 
This life’s unnumber’d woes, 
And banquets on celestial sweets, 
That heaven alone bestows. 


No Prince’s board was ever Crown’d 
With such a rich repast,— 

No food of earthly growth, is found 
“ So pleasant to the taste.” 


Not India’s most productive field, 
Whose fragrance loads the breeze,— 
No garden of the east can yield 
Such luxuries as these. 


Then tune your hearts, ye saints, anew; 
And songs of gladness sing ; 
Eternal thanks and praise are due 
To your Almighty King! 
New- York, dug. 1819. W. 


We are happy to state that several articles 
of value, and some money, have been left with 
Mr. Cuartes SuHerman, for the benefit of the 
Mission to the Sandwich Isles. Any dona- 
tions for this object ought to be left by the Ist 
of October. * 

Let those who doubt the propriety or the 
success of this Mission, read the Intelligence 
in this No. from the South Sea Islands, and 
their faith will be strengthened. The Mission- 
ary cause is undervalued and degraded when 
its connection with God, with Heaven, and 
with Eternity is overlooked. In this hallow- 
ed work, “he builds too low who beilds be- 
neath the skies.” 


HARD TIMES! HARD TIMES! 


If any of our Subscribers, who are owing 
for one, two or three of the back volumes, felt 
the Hardness of the Times, and felt for their 
neighbour as themselves, they would surely 
forward afl thet is due without delay. 


[Sept 








